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March 5, 2020

Mr. Jaime Rico
Cabrillo Unified School District
498 Kelly Avenue
Half Moon Bay, CA 94109

RE: Spores in Air Comparison Sampling at Farallone View Elementary School

Library located at 1100 Le Conte Ave. in Montara, California

F.I.T. Job # 20-016

Dear Mr. Rico,

F.I.T. Environmental Services (FIT) is pleased to present this letter report for the
reporting of spores in air comparison sampling performed at Farallone View Elementary
School inside the Multi-Purpose Room, Principals Office, Classrooms B-3, and C-1
located at 1100 Le Conte Ave. in Montara, California.

Overview

On February 28, 2020, FIT mobilized to the above-mentioned site to collect microbial
spores in air samples from the locations designated above and outside the building. The
sampling was conducted at the request of the Cabrillo Unified School District.

Methodology

Airborne mold spore sampling was accomplished by using a spore trap method. Air O
Cell/Allergenco cassettes were used to collect approximately 75 liters of air at a
calibrated flow rate of 15 liters per minute. Air O Cell/Allergenco samples provide rapid
collection and analysis by microscopic examination and allow identification of fungal
spores, plant pollens and other particulates. Airborne particulate is collected by the spore
trap cassette and analyzed by the non-viable, direct microscopic examination method.
Spores are counted and identified by species type. Results are expressed in spores per
cubic meter of air sampled. Samples are collected both inside the building areas to be
evaluated and at one or more locations outside the building. The inside building sample
results are compared with the outside ambient air result(s) to determine if any elevated
levels are present for one or more spore types in the building area of concern.
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Typically, in buildings with a filtered HVAC system, interior samples in a normal non-
problem building would be anticipated to be 30-80% of the outside levels. Indoor levels
that are significantly higher than outdoor levels would suggest an indoor mold
contamination source may be present requiring further investigation and possible
remedial action.

All samples were sent to Micro Analytical Laboratories (MAL), located in Emeryville,
California for analysis under chain of custody procedures. MAL specializes in air sample
analysis of fungi (mold) and is a successful participant in the American Industrial
Hygiene Association (AIHA) EMPAT proficiency program.

Results of Comparison Sampling and Recommendations

The February 28, 2020 samples collected inside the Multi-Purpose Room, Principals
Office, and Classrooms were reported by the laboratory as follows, Spore counts in the
Multi-Purpose Room were 347 total spores per cubic meter of air (spores/m³), Spore
Counts in the Principal’s Office were 67 total spores/m³, Spore Counts in Classroom B-3
were 360 total spores/m³, Spore Counts in Classroom C-1 were 373 total spores/m³.
Outside comparison spore counts were 1,293 total spores/m³. All the individual species
were below their counterpart outdoor species. The results are summarized in Table I
below.

Table I
Sampling Location and Date Total Spores/m³ % of Outdoor

Multi-Purpose Room – 2/28/2020 347 27%
Principal’s Office 67 5%

Classroom B-3 360 28%
Classroom C-1 373 29%

Outside the Building 1,293 N/A

Conclusion

Based upon the 2/28/2020 certified laboratory report of the air samples conducted at
Farallone View Elementary School, F.I.T. Environmental Services has determined that
the indoor air quality in the rooms noted above are that of a “normal building
environment” in the Multi-Purpose Room, Principal’s Office, Classroom B-3 and
Classroom C-1 in accordance with industry standard indoor air quality protocols and state
of the art indoor air quality assessment.
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FIT appreciates the opportunity to provide our microbial services. Please contact Michael
Michie at (707) 205-5706 if you have any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Patrick Garrett, CAC (# 15-5359) CDPH (#110)
Certified Commercial Mold Inspector
Vice President/Principal Consultant

Michael Michie, CAC (#11-4729)
Certified Commercial Mold Inspector
President/Principal Consultant

Attachments: Certified Analytical Report
Chain of Custody








